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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 October 28:  Or-

chestra Concert and 

Dinner 

 October 31:  Hon-

or Roll Hall March 

 October 31:  Kona 

Ice at Recess 

 November 1:  Fall 

Dance 

 November 3:  

Standard Time Be-

gins 

 November 4:  

Dairy Queen Night 

 November 7:  

NAL at Horace 

Mann 

 November 7:  

Showcase of Choic-

es and Opportuni-

ties 

 November 11:  

Veterans Day; No 

School 

 November 12:  

Ziggy’s Pizza Fund-

raiser 

 November 12:  

PTSO & Foundation 

Grade Cards were handed out today 

during CHARGE class 1st hour.  Please 

make sure you are checking Parent/

Student Vue for the most up to date 

grades.  Please contact us if you have 

any questions or concerns.  Thank you 

for your support!   

 

Want to volunteer for the Turkey Trot 

on November 23?  Sign up outside of 

Ms. Polson’s door, the last day to sign 

up is November 3.  There are limited 

spots, so make sure you get signed up!   

  

Pre-IB Applications for the 2020-2021 

school  year will be available on 

October 22 on our website!  If you are 

currently in the program and in good 

standing, you do not need to apply 

again.  

 

Do you have a picture of you 

volunteering?  Please send it to Denise 

Van Horn to include in our PIB 

Presentations and Newsletters.   

 

The Safe and Civil Schools Survey is 

open until November 1.  Our school is 

committed to providing a safe and 

encouraging place for your child. You 

can help us continue to make 

improvements to our school by 

completing a short online survey. We 

want to know what you think, too. All 

responses are anonymous.  We will be 

able to identify what we are doing well 

and what we need to work on, such as 

safety, understanding of the 

expectations for behavior, or 

communication with families.  It’s 

quick and easy, just visit http://bit.ly/

rmssafeandcivil2019.  Use the 

assigned ID:  PARENT_RMS and 

passcode: Q2G3P3S2  Just one 

parent or guardian from each 

household should take it. 

 

Have questions about homework? 

The Homework Hotline is here to 

help!  Students at all grade levels 

who have questions about their 

assignments, as well as parents and 

guardians who need support while 

helping their child at home, can call 

or email the Homework Hotline. The 

Homework Hotline is open Monday 

through Thursday from 3:30 – 7:30 

p.m.   Call for help: 973-4411.   

 

ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday is not 

just for students who have a D or F.  

ANY PIB student can to come in at 

lunch and/or recess on Monday and 

Tuesday for additional worktime for 

any class in Room 217.  Students 

can get a pass from any teacher and 

MUST have their ID.  Computers are 

available for students to use during 

this time. 

 

Make sure you in your community 

service forms to your CHARGE 

Teacher.  If you have any questions 

please see Ms. Mandelbaum (6th 

Grade) and Ms. Rowley (7th and 8th 

Grade).  Log sheets are available on 

our team page on the Robinson 

Website.   Sixth Graders need to 

complete 15 hours, Seventh Graders 

20 hours, and Eighth Graders 25 

hours. Half of the hours are due to 

their CHARGE teacher by Friday, 

December 6.  If the hours are not 

completed Social Studies grades will 

be lowered 10%. 

http://bit.ly/rmssafeandcivil2019
http://bit.ly/rmssafeandcivil2019
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Volunteers Needed 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to 

your CHARGE 

Teacher.  Check 

google classroom 

for the number of 

hours you have 

turned in. 

Pumpkins at the Park  

Tanganyika puts on a family-friendly Halloween event, Pumpkins at the Park.   Pumpkins at the Park is 

by far the largest special event we put on each year. In fact, we need approximately 100 volunteers per 

night for the event to work. All of the funds raised by this event go straight into our Winter Fund to help 

feed the rare and endangered animals in our care over the winter!  Dates Available: Friday 10/18, 

Saturday 10/19, Sunday 10/20, Friday 10/25, Saturday 10/26, and Sunday 10/27.  Age 

Requirements: Volunteers must be 14 to attend without a parent/guardian. Volunteers 11 to 13 may 

attend with a parent or guardian age 18 or older. Volunteers under 14 may be limited in what positions 

they can fill.  Times: 4:30 pm to 10:00 pm (must attend for the full shift).  To sign up, visit 

twpark.hauntscheduler.com 

Have a picture of you 
volunteering? 

Send it to Denise Van Horn to 
include in our PIB Presentations 

and Newsletters. 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

This week we will review converting measurement 

terms as we did it in Science earlier this year and 

with a new method.  We will do an in-class assign-

ment on Halloween so that students have that 

night free, just in case you have plans.  We will 

also study how to figure mileage as well as how to 

see what is the best deal when shopping.  Please 

share how you use these useful skills. 

Science classes this week will explore the relationship 

between the movements of the sun, earth and 

moon.  Please encourage your child to go outside to 

find the placement of the moon for their unit bell work 

assignment.  We have not completed two pages in the 

Science Journal yet, so there is no Science Spiral 

grade for this week.  On another note, thank you for 

all the terrific supplies you sent for our marble maze 

building project. It was a great learning experience! 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

Students will continue looking at the relationship 

between animals and humans. We will be reading 

about loyalty with the story of Hachiko, and the 

intelligence of chimpanzees with a selection about 

Jane Goodall and her work with chimps. We will 

focus on Latin word parts and other grammar 

skills. 

We will continue learning about the Israelites next 

week by learning about the development of the 

Jewish religion and how Judaism spread across 

the Mediterranean region. There will be a test 

over Chapter 6 next Thursday or Friday. A study 

guide will be provided the day before the test. 

Students are enjoying Rascal, by Sterling North, our 

novel for the Big Idea of “People and Animals.” They 

are persevering and showing very good comprehen-

sion, even though the text (Lexile 1140/grade level 

9.7) is difficult. Next week we will return to our regular 

classroom on the Old Auditorium Stage where we can 

get back more writing during class time. I appreciate 

the kids’ flexibility and top-notch behavior during our 

weeks of displacement. Great job! 

It is amazing how quickly your student learned 

enough vocabulary to understand his or her first 

short story in Spanish. By now you most likely 

have heard about Felipe and his battle of nerves! 

Next week students will read the final episodes of 

the story and do various activities to aid in their 

comprehension. 

The 6th grade students have been enjoying our 

silly story about Felipe y Maria. We will wrap up 

our work on the stories this week and will com-

plete some fun comprehension activities along the 

way.  

Using a variety of strategies, students determine 

a part of a whole and determine the whole in a 

variety of percent problems, including problems 

building on previous skills such as area and vol-

ume. Complex tasks require understanding and 

perseverance! Math Practice: Understand & Per-

severe.  



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

We will finish working on Module 4 Topic 2:  Compound Probability.  We will take a test over Topic 1 and 

2 on Thursday, October 31.  They will have time each week in class, but some time at home or during 

ZAP may be needed to complete this goal, 50% is due by Monday, December 16.  If you need additional 

help, ZAP is available on Tuesday and Thursday at lunch in my classroom.  Mathia percentage complete 

is available at:  http://bit.ly/217mathia2019.   

Students will be working on their research project 

this week. They have a packet of information re-

garding the unit if parents want to know more 

specifics about the unit. Definitely talk to your 

student about their topic choice. 

This coming week, the seventh graders will con-

tinue the science fiction as social commentary 

unit by completing and presenting their “Veldt” 

projects.  We will then move into “Harrison Ber-

geron” by Kurt Vonnegut. 

7th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will continue 

to review probability, with a test on Tuesday.  We’ll 

then move on to Making Inferences! 

 

7th Grade Algebra:  Math students have recently 

started a new unit on Systems of Equations.  Next 

week, we’ll continue solving these equations.  Stu-

dents will also be given a Mathia day to work to-

ward their 50% goal by the end of 1st semester. 

We will begin Latin America this week.  We will 

divide this into Mexico/Central America/and Car-

ibbean, followed by South America.  This week we 

will have our first map quiz on Friday. 
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Seventh Grade PIB 

Next week our novel Patricia va a California will 

really pick up the pace! Students will be intro-

duced to Debbie Martin, a racist cheerleader who 

has a particular disdain for Mexicans. Students 

will read chapters 6 through 8 and discover more 

of the struggles that Patricia faces as she tries to 

find her way in California. 

Seventh graders will be studying earth science 

this week. 

http://bit.ly/217mathia2019
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Eighth Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

On Monday we will try authentic South-American 

empanadas to tie in with our Chilean-based novel 

Casi se muere. The rest of the week will focus 

on vocabulary to describe families, parties and 

celebrations. There will be a vocabulary recogni-

tion quiz on Wednesday, October 30th. 

Eighth graders will be studying chemistry this 

week. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Taylor—Math Van Horn—Math 

This coming week, the eighth graders will work 

with “The Hitchhiker” by Lucille Fletcher.  After 

that, we’ll wrap up our suspense fiction unit by 

crafting and presenting a suspenseful retelling of 

a story.  On Nov. 7, we’ll shift into To Kill a Mock-

ingbird by Harper Lee.  Because we’ll be annotat-

ing the novel, students must supply their own cop-

ies.  If your student does not yet have theirs, 

please make sure they do by Thursday, Nov. 7. 

Math students have recently started a new unit 

on Systems of Equations.  Next week, we’ll con-

tinue solving these equations.  Students will also 

be given a Mathia day to work toward their 50% 

goal by the end of 1st semester. 

Students will be continuing through “The Raven” 

and on in to “The Tell Tale Heart”. They will exam-

ine both for elements of suspense, tone, and nar-

rator reliability. 

We will begin Chapter 7 studying the U.S. Constitution.  This unit 

will take us through December 13th when we conduct our own 

“senate hearings”.  More specific details will be forthcoming, we 

have lots of background knowledge to build first, but the general 

idea is students will research and write an essay on a Constitu-

tional principle or issue.  On the morning of the 13th, they will pre-

sent and defend their papers to panels of judges.  For your plan-

ning, the hearings will be from 8:00-10:30ish, parents are wel-

come to attend, and it is incredibly important that students are 

here and on time that day.  Winning unit teams  will have the op-

tion to go to Kansas State University in February to compete at the 

state competition. 

Isometric Functions utilize student understand-

ings of transformations. Students use these func-

tions to construct models to support understand-

ings and build conjectures. Math Practice: Model 

with Mathematics  

We will finish working on Module 2 Topic 2:  Solving 

Linear Equations with a test on Tuesday, October 29.  

We will then begin our supplemental unit for systems 

of equations.  They will have time each week in class, 

but some time at home or during ZAP may be needed 

to complete this goal, 50% is due by Monday, Decem-

ber 16.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available 

on Tuesday and Thursday at lunch in my classroom.  

Mathia percentage complete is available at:  

http://bit.ly/217mathia2019.   

http://bit.ly/217mathia2019
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




